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District of’ South-Corolina. ‘ 

Be it remembered that on the thirty-first day of 
October Anne Domini one thousand eight hundred 
and eig»teen, and in the forty-third year of the In- 
pendence of the United States of America, James 
M. Elford deposited in this Office the title of a Book 
the right whereof he claims as Proprietor in the 
words following, to wit. 


“ The Universal Signal Book, containing a com- 
‘ plete Code of Signals. for the use of Merchant 
‘¢ Ships of all Nations. By N. Squire. With im- 
** provements adapted to the Vessels of the United 
* States of America, By James M. Elford.’ 


In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the 
United States, entitled, “An Act for the Encourage- 
ment of Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, 
Charts, and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors 
of such Copies during the times therein mentioned,” 
and also, an Act entitled, “An Act supplemen- 
tary to an Act, entitled, an Act for the Encourage- 
ment of Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps 
Charts, and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors 
of such Copies, during the times therein mentioned. 
And extending the Benefits thereof to the Arts of 


' os of designing,. engraving and etching, historical and 
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other Prints.” 
. _@@ JAMES JERVEY, ; 
i District Clerk of S. C. District, 


INTRODUCTION 
TO THE 


AMERICAN EDITION: 


ED CD Gree 


The Subscriber having received the 
Universal Signal Book, by the hand of 
a Friend, Master of a British Vessel, 
who gave him the information that it 
was becoming of general use witi: the 
Ships of his Nation and other Euro- 
pean powers; and knowing by experi-. 
ence of twenty-two years practice at 
sea, the great inconvenience and dan- 
ger arising in bringing ships sufficiently. 
near enough to speak to each other, pur- 
ticular in bud weather; and well aware 
of the great advantage to our sea-faring 


Bretheren to bring these signals into . 


general use, my intention is to make 
it become a benefit to the American 
Nation,as it is well known that her com-’ 
merce embraces the whole Globe. 
Observing but three ports of the Uni- 
ted States of America included in the 
Universal Signal Book, viz. New-York, 
Boston and Philadelphia, I have there- 
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fore introduced another set of num- 
bers, (see page 29) so as to inckuite the 
principal ports of the United States and 
West Indies, which are not inserted in 
the original plan, and to be made with 
the same Flags, &c. that are necessary 
to be used in the Universal Book of 
Signals; at the same time not interfere- 
ing or altering the original code. By ex- 
amination | find that in no case in the 
Universal Book of Signals, the two balls 
hoisted over any signal, I have there- 
fore introduced an additional set of num- 
bers, hoisting two balls over every sig- 
nal made to the additional numbers, and 
also avoiding all those numbers that have 
‘the ball included in them; in which 
case no extra ball will be required. 
Should this prove of public benefit 
to our sea-faring Brethren, and be in- 
strumental in giving them the informa- 
tion they may require, the subscriber 
will be amply rewarded. 


JAMES M. ELFORD, 


Teacher of Navigation, 
Charleston, S.C. 
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———E— 


THE great importance in a Country 
of such extended Commerce as Great 
Britain, to have some general but sim- 
ple mode of communication establish- 
ed between Merchant Vessels meeting 
at sea, induced the Author to form this 
small code of Signals upon such a sim- 
ple and easy plan as cannot fail to be 
perfectly understood, and which he is 
led to hope will be found to answer 
every purpose for which they are in- 
tended. 

The simplicity of the plan, and from 
no extra flags being required except a 
white one, and for which a table-cloth 
may be occasionally substituted, will 
cause them to be made with facility, and 

easily understood. | 
Every Seaman must be acquainted 
with the great danger, and frequent im- 
practicability of communicating with 
Ships at sea in bad weather, although 
the necessity at times is great, viz.— 
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to ascertain the bearings of the Jand— 
to make known distress—to ask for as- 
sistance —to enquire the state of the 
markets—the declaration of war by any 
Power—and numerous other questions 
which are of much importance to the 
seaman, induced the Author, under 
those impressions. to consider how use- 
ful a Universal Signal Book would be 
to all Nations concerned in Commerce; 
but then the objections started were 
the great expense of Flags; but the. 
plan herein adopted will do away that 
objection, as every Ship has (or ought 
to have) a Jack, Ensign, and Pendant; 
with those, a White Flag, a Broad Pen- 
dant, and two round Balls, every pur- 
pose will |e answered—The Balls may 
be made with two small hoops covered 
With canvas, and which, by being tar- 
red, will last a number of years. 
The signals herein selected are con- 
ceived fully equal for most purposes re-- 
quired by Merchants’ Ships at Sea, of 
every Nation, as the principal flags used 
in ‘making them is the Jack, Ensign, 
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and Pendant; and as it does not signi- 
fy of what colour they are, (for when 
translated) of course Foreign Vessels 
would make use of those of their own 
Nation, the purport of which may be 
as easily made known by British Ships 
to such Foreigners as may be furnished 
with them, as they could be by the 
Ships of the respective Nations to each 
other, from the Flags not being confi- 
ned to any particular Color or Country. 

These Signals have already been 
printed in Norway, of which t have re- 
cently had a proof, by meeting one of 
the Ships of Mr. Elif Hansen, of Chris: 
tiana, to whom I gave a manuscript co- 
py. and who has had them translated 
and printed; by means of which we 
were enabled to communicate to each 
other with the greatest ease and facility. 

One of the greatest and most useful 
discoveries that this litthe Book may 
prove is, (for instance) a Foreign and 
British Vessel may meet at Sea, the 
Captains of which cannot speak each 
others laiguage, but by means of this 
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code they will be able to communicate, 
and by which many important questions 
may be asked and answered which they 
cold not otherwise have done. It will 
therefore of course be necessary to 
observe that every Master or Owner of 

Vessels will see the necessity of ma- — 
king these Signals generally known, as 
their usefulness must entirely depend 
upon their being generally adopted; for 
which purpose a Copy will be sent by 
the Author to every nation, in order 
that they may be published and made 
_general; and should they be the means 
of preserving the life of one brother 
Seaman, the Author will feel himself 
fully requited for the trouble and ex- 
pence he has been at in thus bringing it 
forward to the public. | 
_ The greatest care has been taken that 
none of the signals bear a resemblance 
to those used in the Royal Navy, to 
prevent any confusion or misunder- 
standing among Vessels under Convoy. 
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Si equals forMe erchant Sh iis 
fall Nations. 
5 An Ensign | 
|When hoisled atone. 
‘ denotes lowhablnatlton 


the S42 belongs 


AJSack | 
When Locsted al thekvre} 


topmast Lea dferal bot | 


AWh etehlag 
To STG HR uf! ‘y theWord Yes. 


Todnswer S cgnatswith 
LV. this nay be Of OLY il 
Colour, except whele. 


| When hoisted alone 
itz Szgnyy the Word, No 
Ae lacs may Bemade wtth 


a Hoop cover'd with Canras 


(. 
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: ot f 
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‘a SSS | From whence came you | 


LO 


Where are youLound 
fo. 


Where do you belong 
fo." 


How many days have 
You bcez out Of: Poré. 


Regizest fo know Jour 
Luliude 


) Rape lo. know Jor 
Longtiude . ¥ 


Note,Ltisto be reckoned from 
 Greemmich 


tiond after this ts answerb 


Lam wort of Water cun 
You sare me any. 


Lami distros for Water; 
harenone on Board. 


Can you SPULE TNE 
some Bread . 


/ amin Atstrefs fox Brea p 


have none on Board. ° 


Our Shop us Sinking, will 
Jou come and save 
the Hands. 


Weare got into Danger or || 
ALS HES Shoalwaler Potnt out b7 
ve Compa/sHow we are lo Steen 


Yow are standing 7zlo 
Danger. 


Lam poe acgiacrbled Wl 
| gow leadme into fore. 


qT D, 


| Will Jou dinewtlth mee bo 
a f Daz. ee 


Note. Lf Gepag are 8; Aitwetmea 


How bios the Captain 
do fo D a7. 


| 
t xy KY 
j * xk * 4+ ee 
| uk x heed 


Vergwe @T thank 
Py oh 


STOCK CoD ay: | 


your NW fe and Family 
are allwell ab home. 


qoumwill meel a good 
pecerket for » YOUR Cargo - 


| ab lhe place denoted. 


Therets notwuler or er 
the Bar pie 
for Yet 


LThave lost an 
Anchor: 


Thave aLletter or Neder 
Or You on Board. 


* 


am a ground,will you 
Come lo my Af Stslance. 


Can yow spare me some 


tqguar, Tf: Teena my Boak. 


have a lafsenger on 
Board thal wisles logo with 
you; Well you lake hi. 


Can You Spare ve 
some Candles. te 


1T4 
War ts Declard: 
WB. The Nations wil be shown | 
when this ts Answerad. | 


Peace ts Proc Latmed. 
W. The Nations will be shown ~ 
when thists Answer'd . | 


Have Jou seex ang 
Frivateers. — | 


Lwish to Speak with | 
Gou, Come within haw.|| . 


Send a Boas Om 
Board. 


Z Lam goug on Shore 
will you go tn my Boal 


Oe “Wil you Sal to Day. 


Le 


Will you Lead during 


Light by Night. | 


Twill carry & 
. Light by Night. 


| Keep one Point more 
to Starboard, lf more, thes 
J egral well be repeated 


the Night. 
Will you CaLTY 
Keep one Font more & 
Port —Lf more This — 
Signal will. be repeated. 
WAL you keep | | 
Company ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Shall LT take you i 
F 


Ure Tow. i 


Sleer yi powted oul 
by Compafs Signal. 


Have You a Pilot 
on board. 


AHeave too. i 


i e 


Lintend Steering by Night 


as  powuted out by Compas | 
J tgeewl. 


How do gou intend to S Zeer 
Wm case to Weather. 


ave discover Land. 


oe 77. 


Land. | 


Do you tntend to take | 
a Puol. | 


Tack Shap. 
When hen at Anchor lo Weigh. 


BA When Moord lo Un-Moor. 


Come to the Wind orm 
the Starboard Tack. 


Come to the Wind on 
the Larboard Tack. 


Bear up and Sail’ 
Large. 


Close nearer. 


my Boat is a Dritt oe | 
Lack hex up. } 


Will you Lend me | 
your Loug Boat. 


| ; 
| Witt yow Lend me 
| your Jolly Boat. 


| Lufsage on Shore wn your 
| Boat. , 


Fit my Boat is Leakey | 
|, and Stove | | 


We have Spring a Logk 
| will you Stay byus 


H : 4 \# 
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| | F-——_* ¥j | 
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Hi ATE AL EEE SER AO DORMS ARON LMT 


Milt you giwe mea f: 


1 


S 


| Thave Sprung.atlower 
40 a Mast if noone 


A Man is overboard, 
02 Try to Save him. 


Should these Signals be made 
use of by a French Ship, they 
ave to use a Blue #lag instead 
of a White one, as ther Hnsign 
ts White -~ 4 


N3. Should you want to ex prefs 
a higher Number then 2%, 
| first Horst 72 then the 
| - Remainder-— 


| We are tw Distrefs and 
| ef need afsistance . 
| s 


H 
t 


OVER IV 
Jegual i refers to Nambers, as 
number of Leagues, number o 
Days ont, or to shew your Lali- 
tude and Longitude; Lor frs— . 
lance lomake a2; 


birst Hotst J2 thus 


this Shews the Degrees 


When An SWELO 


Hoist 27 thus 


this Shews the Minutes 


MB The numbers to be 
used as tin the other | 
Signals with a Whett 

over the Signal. 
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Sheps Fendant ~ 
This ts lo be Horsted over oF 
under the Compafs Signals. 


: P* Example 
SS pearance | 
make Eee jake we 
NNW AA en 


) A aa A 


Should several Ships bem sight, 


or atdnchor together, and you wish 
tomake a Siguat to any particular 
Ship; make herhearingstrom your 


: oes with the Stgnat. 


ee 


To exprofs the Name of any Place im 
the ddditional List, the Numbers 

mustbehorsted as in the other Seg- 
nals with two Balls over Ue Signal) 


) uf He Lamp de 
tomake 


NUS 


ashing ton 
N’°28 
arte ston 


CG 


! 
| 


|. mar and in sulripeie tae the Nux 
- bers nust be hoisted asin the other | | 


| 
ae with one Ball over the ead 
i | 
4 
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A hUst 


OF 


CITIES, TOWNS, & HEADLANDS. 


RS SS nes ebeRa S NS 


1 ay St. Petersburgh 


ES ES ES ES SS ae SE, 


2 | Wybourgh 
. See Pe 
: Sa - 
eS are ae 
6 [Stockholm | 
ath Copenhagen n Kool Light 
8 | Gottenburg  Winga Beacon 
9 | Ailborg Be ke | Scaw Light 
“40 1 ¢ Christiana Feder Island 
) 3 SRD Rs 
“42 | Longsound Jun froudland 


13 43 | Mando! — | Nave 
B 


EEE ASS ES SS SS A AS A A ES eT at 


/44 | Edinburgh St. Abb’s Head 


Fo ee ee ee es SES 


15 | Peterhead 


OTR er ee RS REESE ee ces Se 


TD Se RE RT a ee 


es 


oe ee ee 


18 - Scarborough flambro’? Head 


OEE EE ES 


19 | Hall Spurn Point 
“20 fYarmouth ~~. al ae 
“ai | Mamburgh Meligolond 

“92 | Amsterdam Texel rel, South Point 
“si haan 1 ce 
a es 


Be Be ee 


ee re ee ee nnn 


25 | Lowestoffe . 


—eee ee ee 


ER ee Cenc 


26 | Harwich On fordness Light 


ne er ce es ee EE 


LO NE eet 


oO re rr re re ee ee ee 


“99 29 | Margate North Foreland 


a era OE SE LES SN ee SE a 


“30 | Dover South Foreland 


87 


enactment & LL OLS LL LS LS CED ES NS on mcemS een 


31. | Portsmouth Dunnose 
“32 | Plymouth — ~ Rame Head 
33 “33. | Falmouth,  —.». Lizard” 
“34 [Bristol ——- Worm’s Head » 
35 | Milford, St. Annes Point 


“36 | 1 Liverpool 


37 | Waterford 


Oe a ee 


SE ST cE 


38 | Cork Old Head of Kinsale 


” = ial + Ee Se SS SN 


39 | Dublin 


(a ee 


40 40 | New } York, i in America 
4 “at | Boston 


SE A 


“42 2 | Philadelphia : 
“43 | Halifax 


re -—_—o— 


44 | St. John’s, Newfoundland 
45 | West Indies 


46 | Rio Janeiro 
47 |. Rio de la Plata VF 


48 “48 | Brest amen mr <a 
“ae fNene vent | es” 

50| Bordeaux ~ Cordovan Light 
54 [ Sf'Ahdero -  loterél | #8 

52 | Ferrol Cape ‘“Ortegal” 
53 | ‘Vico Cape Finistierre 
64 | “Oporto. eo ive 
55 55 | Lisbon ~~ Rock of Lisbon 


56 | Cadiz Cape St. Vincent 
87 | ‘Gibralter 


eee ee 


fil Pee ——— ee enna oot 


"58 | Malaga 
59 | ‘Toulon | 
“60 ) | Malta 


— ee ee ee OT ES Tn 


“61 | Carthagena 


=——--— ee oS TS 


62 | Sardinia 


en a EE ES 9 SE quem SS tee 


"63 | Tunis 


we EY ce parabens Mente 


64 | Constantinople 


29 


a et nee 


LS TT TONES oe epee ae 


65 | Trieste 
66 | Orkney Island South Rondleshea 
67 | Shetland South End 


68 | North Bergen 


“69 | Horn Reef 


ieeeeeneeeeeeimeniemne ce —_—— 


a 


EE SS ——— ES 


70 | Lemon and Ower 
71 | isle of France 


72 | Cape of Goodhope 


es 


eee 
(eee 


LS See eee 


AID DUTUONAIL Lis? 


FOR THE 
Principal Places in the United States-of 
_ America and the West-Indies. 
{N.B,--As Philadeiphia, New York, and Boston, 
are included in the Original List, Delaware-Bay, 
Sandy-Hook and Boston-Bay are substituted in 


the Additional List, and will apswer for the same 
places | 


7 | New-Orleans 
8 | Pengacola | | 
9 | St. Augustine’ | 

C 


30 


CL aeeceenS CHEE: GL eeeESEE ee eee; SSRECRIEE oeeee meor a NESTED riety te pe ee - 


40 | St. Mary’s 


PRR, Ce SEED EE, RSE EPR Gy mE eet emesis 


12 | Savannah 


eee eee, SOE SS eS ee 


14 | Georgetown, 8. C. 


SS RS oR ST eS PO enemas 


“16 | Wilmington, N.C. 


—_———— ee eee ee 


“47 | Edenton, N. C. 


| Ea ESSE: SE gee RN ES) REE Sa I NEE, ge EE OSE cena Sees 


18 | Norfolk 


49 | Richmond 


20 | Alexandria 


ey a er ap) 


ETE RR SSE SR! TRON ERS eS eat 


“27 , Baltimore ee ee 
28 | Washington oe. oe 
29 | Delaware Bay a oe 
31 | Sandy Hook aT nae 


82 | New-Haven 


SO SY NES 


33 | New-London 


36 '| New-Port, R. 1. 


Rb ey CES ES ED ES EES AE SEES AES ea LL eEreen 


37 | New- Bedford 


(ee me SR er eee SES + eee 


F< arp ca leet 


42 | Nantucket 


a, a SS TS SS CL em 


44, | Boston Bay 


oe te 


_———— 


45 | Plymouth 


—— 


46 | Marble Head 


Oe SFE TS ee CSN 


CN ee 
‘ 


A ET, a es es 


eee 


49 | Salem 


SE a. © Er? SS ee) ae oe eemre 


50 | Newbury-Port 


ae ee ee ee CE SE somo 


51 | Portsmouth 


53 | Portland 


REET! crea SNR ee 


em 


56 | Kenebeck 


eee ee 


57 | Castine 


60 | Cuba 


ES REY ERTS CR FO Ew 


64 | St. Domingo 


62 | Jamaica 


A LTE AS SS STS 


64 | Porto Rico 


Se ES Rr ee SRE SE CET 


_- * 


65 | New-Providence 


66 | Bermuda 


SS SE Gert See cea) 


Should you want to express a Town, 
or Place that is not in the. List, first 
hoist the number of the nearest Place, 
then the distance in Leagues it lies from 
the one first hoisted. 


When two Places are down to one 
number the first is an Inland Town, and 
the other a Headland. | 


In all cases where Distances are to 
be made, they are to be expressed in 
French and English leagues, 20 to a de- 
gree; and when bearings are to be made 
they are to be made by compass. 


INSTRUCTIONS : 


AND | 


Explanations to the Foregoing Signals. 


of PURPORT 


PrmPR exe Signals are to be answer: 
ed by hoisting the number of the 
Town or Place, with a Ball over. 

N.B. If to the additional list, two 
Balls over, 


This to be answered with the 
number taken out of the Signals, 
with a Wheft over. 


To be answered as pointed out 
in the explanation of the Wheft. 


Should the Ship making this 

Signal not mention any particu- 

lar Place, you are first to make 

12% jthe bearings, then the distance in 
leagues, and then the Place you 
mean, but first answer the Signal 

J jwith a Broad Pendant. 
© 2 


oe 


‘po pt CVLOE LL SUN Pea eee 
of 


PURPORT 
Signal. 
13° r e : 
14 hese four Signais to be an- 


he ed by hoisting the White Flag 
16) [for yes, or the Balt for no. 


2 a ne nee 3 


This Signal requires no expla- 
17 > |nation, only to hoist the Broad Pen- 
dant to show you see the Signal. 


a 


orchemneQunearene- an west cone 


You are to answer this by hois- 
ting the Compass Signal, or make 
the signal for the Ship to tack, 
wear, bear up, and sail large, &c. 


18. 


When you have made this Sig- 
19 \ inal, and it is answered, shew how 
the Ship is to avoid it. 


PetmeGeess |S SY nee SS eee SLR, ir ARO 


zie To answer yes or 70. 
b yy 1 


(AS eS Wer became mecarnass Foe Ss Ses ames T aoe matse Ge 8 em AR See 


22 \T'o be answered by No. 23 or 24. 


of PURPORT. 


| This Signal may be made pas- 
} |sing a Ship at Sea, to signify all’s 
23 F well on board; or when riding 
j 
/ 


at anchor, and the Captain’s on 
shore, to make known to him 


| 


As soon as this Signal is answer- 
26% led, hoist the number of the Place 
you mean 


eee [Oe 


ive, ' 


~ To be answered by the Broad 
20 Pendant, to signify you see the 
Signal made. 


ee ee 9 gece 


31 | These three Signals only re- 
32S quire to be answered yes, or no. 


SATE | a 


ait This Signal signifies you are to 
icome immediately to anchor. 


36 


PURPORT. 


| | As soon as these Signal are an- 
atl swered, you are to make the num- 
L ber of some principal Town of 
- leach Nation—Should it be France 
and England, hoist Bordeaux and 
j {London, &e. &c. 
37  |This Signal requires yes, or no, 
7 Answer these two with the an- 
68 | ‘swering Pendant, unless you do 
39 © jnot intend to comply with the Sig- 
j jnal; in that case hoist the Ball. 
40> | 
AY f These four signals only require 
42 > yes, OY 70. 


a3) 


45 
4:6 


You are to repeat these Signals 
as many times ‘as you wish the 
Ship to alter her Course Points. 


ee 
of i. PORT. 
—s 


- cence  serismerceny? 


a To be answered yes, OY NO. 


50 Hoist th the Point of the Com pass 
Aion with these Signals, or im- 


53 pieeallately after ly after they are answered. 


Ce ES 


T i Athi: fdeabs may be made ata- 
ny time you wish to know how a 
! (Ship intends to steer, although no 
S44 |, nee : - : 
appearance of thick weather; and 
to be answered by a Compass Sig- 
J nal, 
7} Make this to your Consort or 
55k Ship in company with, on the first 
appearance of Land---To be an- 
Jj jswered with the Broad Pendant. 


—Spe 


As soon as this Signal is an- 
56% swered, hoist the number of the 
Land you have made out. 


twtr ie 


of | PURPORT. 


_ To be answered by yes, or 70. 
Note—This Signal may be made 
with a foul wind to signify,—Do. 
you-intend to put back, or go into 
cage |Porte: « . 

Rae fae 


a7 


58). 

59 : 
60 These seven Signals to be an- 
64 > swer ed with a Broad Pendant and ~ 


62 |#then to comply with the Signal. 
63 

64: | 

65 | To be answered yes, or no; or 
66 by Signal No. 68, if eae boat is 
67 damaged. 


7 Answer these with the Broad 


: e 
7 | Pendant, to show you see the Sig- 
74 |nal, and then give such assistance 


Jj ‘as may be in your power. 


_ 


39 


et meee 
No. 
of PURPORT. 


Signal. 4 


7 This Signal may be made when 
aship is following, or when you 
72 


have no Boat out or alongside; by 
which means a Man may be sa- 
| ved by the assistance of another 
J ‘Ship. , 
nse picnalelllllle eAiad Pa 
N. B. The following Numbers are 
omitted as requiring no explanation,viz. 
No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 24, 25, 44, 51, 52, 68, 
only requiri g to be answered yes,or 10; 
or the Broad Pendant, to shew you see 
the Signal. 


Quadrants, Charts, €8c. 


For Sale at the Publisher’s Chart and Mathematical 
Store, No. 70, East-Bay, Charleston, South-Caro- 
lina. 


Compasses, Quadrants, &c. Repaired. 


Just Published, 
Elford’s LONGITUDE TABLES, 


Being the shortest and most simple method of work 
ing Lunar Observations of any in practice. 


Also, 
Elford’s POLAR TABLES, 


\ > Por finding the Latitude at any time of Night by 


an Jiltitude of the Polar Star.—The use taught gra- 
tis. 


Likewise just Published and for Sale, 
— LElferd’s Universal and Perpetual 
Circular TIDE TABLE, 
For finding the Time of High-Water, every day in 
the year, at all the principal places in the world— 
by Inspection or at Sight. 
NAVIGATION 


Taught in all its Branches, including Astronomical 
and Lunar Observations. 
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